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Parents/Carers, please read the following very carefully.   
This is an extremely important part of the partnership between home and school and 
is designed to ensure the real effectiveness of homework in securing the mastery of 

the curriculum by your child. 
 
  



Our approach to homework: Guide for parents 
Each year group will focus on a programme of KEY SKILLS and ESSENTIAL 
KNOWLEDGE, which every child should master.  

The following four points guide what is set for homework. 

1. The Reading of the Guided Reading Book is paramount in importance. 
2. Maths Homework should not be confusing to parents. 
3. Homework should focus on the things which children need to know in each year and which are 

straight forward for parents to engage in. 
4. Well spread out projects should be fun and engaging for the family 
 
Providing Homework which is most appropriate for Parents to 
support  
This is what this booklet is all about.  KEY and ESSENTIAL information follows. Parents and Carers are encouraged to 
set up their own programme for supporting children to achieve these core areas.  The expectations will be related to the 
National Curriculum for the year group. Examples may be (depending on age) to:   

• spell a defined list of words 
• learn a defined list of number bonds 
• learn a defined list of multiplication/division tables 
• tell the time 
• understand money 

Teachers will set up an assessment programme for all the areas included in this booklet.  An email will be sent home so 
that parents will know in advance of when assessments are occurring.  There will be a minimum of one week’s notice. 
This booklet must stay with your child’s book bag, as the pupils will also record in the booklet how secure they are 
according to the assessments made.  Parents/Carers will therefore receive regular feedback as to how their child is 
performing.  This will indicate to parents/carers where further practice is required. It is hoped that children will achieve 
on the first occasion, but memories can fade and revision is important.    

If children master all the core areas quickly, congratulations!  The reward will be that the child will find it easier to access 
the full curriculum.  Families should then encourage the child to seek every opportunity to further fulfill their experiences 
of reading the arts and sport.  After the January report there will be opportunity for further advice to parents if pupils 
have fully achieved all the essential expectations of the year group. 

 
Core Skills: Reading and Phonics  

Every child should engage with literacy every evening. Parents are expected to purchase for their child, from the 
school, a reading book bag to transport a reading book or any other school related work between school and home. It is 
expected that children will be encouraged to develop good reading habits at home. This includes independent reading, 
or sharing a book/story with parents each evening.  

Reading and comprehension are taught through 'Guided Reading' sessions, which are led, by teachers and TAs. There 
is an expectation that children will read a significant number of pages before each session. (The amount will 
clearly depend on the book and the age of the children.) For this reason, Literacy homework is primarily reading based, 
as it will be very important that children read the desired sections to enable them to participate effectively in the next 
Guided Reading session. Think of it as being a member of a Book Club. Pupils will not receive written exercises or 
literacy worksheets to complete unless they are specifically linked to the guided reading text.  

Your child will however bring home a Reading and Writing Journal where both you and your child can record any 
comments. In addition to this there are sections where the children can collect quality words and phrases, which they 
have read. These then become a 'Treasure Trove' of ideas, which can be used in any writing that the children have to 
complete at school. This vital homework activity carries high value and is part of a deliberate policy to use a high 
volume of reading to promote quality writing experiences and learning in school.  



As always, it is important that a child continues to read and discuss the texts with a parent or another adult at home. To 
help initiate discussion, the journal includes a list of possible questions adults may wish to use to ask the child about the 
books he or she is reading.  

The Guided Reading Book is the same as the Home Reading Book. It is possible however for children to borrow extra 
reading material from school, however the Home Reading Challenge must take precedence. Forgetting to bring the 
Guided Reading Book to school and/or the accompanying journal will have a detrimental effect on a child's ability to 
engage in Literacy at school.  

Competent/older readers must maintain their reading diet in order to reach high targets in Year 6. These children should 
still read to adults at home and parents/ carers should continue to ask their older children questions about the text. 
 
Core Skills: Spelling  

Helping your child to spell 
The English language is a rich but complex language but, despite its complexity 85% of the English spelling system is 
predictable. A child by learning the rules and conventions of the system and the spelling strategies, will become a 
confident speller.  

These are examples of strategies to help:  
* sounding words out: breaking the word down into phonemes (e.g. c-a-t, sh-e-ll) - many words cannot be sounded 

out so other strategies are needed;  
* dividing words into syllables, say each syllable as the word is written (e.g. re-mem-ber)  
* using the Look, say, cover, write, check strategy: look at the word and say it aloud, then cover it, write it and check 

to see if it is correct. If not highlight or underline the incorrect part and repeat the process;  
* using mnemonics as an aid to memorising a tricky word (e.g. people: people eat orange peel like elephants; could 

O U lucky duck)  
* finding words within words (e.g. a rat in separate)  
* making links between the meaning of words and their spelling (e.g. sign, signal, signature) - this strategy is used 

at a later stage than others;  
* working out spelling rules oneself—a later strategy;  
* using a dictionary as soon as a child knows how to.  
Parents/carers are asked to encourage children to have a go at spelling words they are unsure of. This will give children 
the opportunity to try out spelling strategies and to find those, which are most successful for each individual. Please 
always praise every effort. 
 
Core Skills: Maths  

Helping your child with core mathematical knowledge 
From the Foundation Stage children need to learn the reality of numbers e.g. what does 10 look like?  Children need to 
be able to recall quickly number bonds to 10, then to 20 and then to 100.  A number bond is all the combinations to 
make the target number of 10, 20 or 100.  Children should be able to describe these bonds as addition and subtraction 
calculations e.g.  3 + 7 = 10 AND 10 – 7 = 3 AND 10 – 3 = 7 Unlike spelling, there are a finite number of times tables 
which we require children to know. Not knowing multiplication tables by the end of year 4 is a severe handicap to 
success in maths.  

Multiplication tables have to be learnt by rote and recalled in different orders i.e. not just 1X, 2X, 3X etc.  Children also 
need to know the inverse operations e.g. 3 multiplied by 5 = 15 AND 15 divided by 5 = 3 and 15 divided by 3 = 5. Times 
table grids and other programmes such as Times Table Rock Stars will be used to support and encourage rapid recall.  

Year 6 Revision  

As the year progresses children in Year 6 will also receive revision homework. This is to help prepare them for the 
National Tests (SATs) in May. 

Extra Projects  



From time to time a piece of project or research homework will be set. Often the project will engage the child with his or 
her family and provide resources for further work in school.  These have largely evolved over time into special holiday 
activities. 

Safety Net 

Pupils with Special Educational Needs  

The curriculum expectation is the same for all children.  Clearly some children will be working on objectives from a 
previous year group.  Parents will know if this applies.  For the majority of children with a special educational need 
however the objective remains the same.  The ‘special need’ means that extra support or initiatives may be required to 
enable achievement.  It does not mean the expectation is reduced. Parents/Carers have a role to play in this. 
Parents/Carers can act like Teachers and Teaching Assistants in school and support children to overcome certain 
hurdles, which then enable the child to be able to succeed at a task. Similarly, parents can encourage a child to go 
beyond a task if that is seen as appropriate. It is however vital that whereas parents are very much encouraged to 
be involved in homework, parents must not be tempted to do the work for pupils.  

Crises/Family Commitments  

If a child has not been able to do the work because of an unexpected occurrence, a brief note or email from a parent 
will be accepted without question.   
As homework is based largely on core skills and knowledge, children should not have a problem accessing their 
homework.  
The time taken to learn a core skill will vary from child to child.  Little and often is the best way to complete these 
homework tasks.  There is a view that brains retain knowledge studied just before bedtime best.  Families can 
experiment with what works best for them. 
 

Golden Target / Golden Mole  

Below there are spaces for individual “one off” personal targets.  Not all, but some children may have ONE extra target 
at a time.  It will be to become secure in a highly specific skill or piece of knowledge. It will be a target which will be 
essential to that child’s future success in school.  The child will be responsible for taking the challenge.  On achieving it, 
the child will be able to self award a Golden Mole Certificate. 

Golden Mole Target (if applicable) Target Date Achieved 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
PLEASE DO NOT CUT OUT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PAGES, AN 

ADDITIONAL COPY WILL BE EMAILED HOME TO ENABLE THE GAMES TO BE 
PRINTED OUT WHENEVER REQUIRED.  THANK YOU. 

 
 



Year 6 Spelling Lists 
Autumn  
List 1 
Review of year 5 work on spelling. 
although 
fought 
thought 
cough 
nought 
through 
dough 
plough 
enough 
rough 

List 2 
Review from the Year 5/6 word 
list. 
See Year 5/6 spelling list. 
 

List 3 
 ‘ei’ following the letter c. 
believe      deceive 
seize          either 
achieve      receive 
weird          neither 
relief           receipt 
protein 
thief 
conceive 
brief 
ceiling 

List 4 
Words from Year 5/6 list. 
marvellous 
necessary 
occupy 
mischievous 
neighbour 
occur 
muscle 
nuisance 
opportunity 
lightning 

List 5 
Adding suffixes to words 
ending in-fer. 
refer/referred/referring 
transfer/transferred/transferrin
g 
prefer/preferred/ preferring 
confer/conferred/conferring 
 

List 6  
Words from children’s own 
writing. 
Words to be supplied by the 
children from their own work. 

List 7 
Use of the hyphen. 
re-enter 
pre-cook 
up-to-date 
re-visit 
anti-social 
man-eating 
x-rays 
co-operate 
re-cover 

List 8 
Words from the Year 5/6 word 
list. 
parliament 
prejudice 
programme 
persuade 
privilege 
pronunciation 
physical 
profession 
queue 

List 9 
Words ending in gue and que. 
vague, plague 
fatigue 
catalogue, prologue 
league, colleague 
vogue, rogue 
picturesque 

List 10 
‘ch’ makes ‘k’ sound; ‘ch’ makes 
‘sh’. 
scheme          
chorus 
machine 
chemist 
brochure 
orchestra 
parachute 
choir 
stomach         chemistry 
ache                mechanic 
 

List 11 
Words from the Year 5/6 word 
list. 
recognise 
relevant 
rhyme 
recommend 
restaurant 
rhythm 
 

List 12 
Words from children’s own 
writing and Year 3 /4 word list. 
Access to year 3 /4 list and 
children’s own writing. 



Spring  
List 1 
Review of previous 
spellings. 
A selection of words from 
previous weeks. 

List 2 
Words from the year 5 /6 list. 
sacrifice 
secretary 
shoulder 
signature 
sincere(ly) 
soldier 
stomach 
sufficient 
suggest 
symbol 
system 

List 3 
Words from the year 5 /6 list. 
temperature 
twelfth 
vegetable 
yacht 
thorough 
variety 
vehicle 
 
 

List 4 
Revision of sure and ture. 
measure 
pleasure 
treasure 
leisure 
closure 
creature 
furniture 
adventure 
 
 

List 5 
Revision of ‘ou’ and ‘u’, as in 
trouble. 
double 
tough 
courage 
cousin 
enough 
young 
rough           encourage 
country        couple 
trouble         country 

List 6 
Words from children’s own writing 
and Year 3 /4 word list. 
Selection of words from Year  3 / 4 
spelling list and the children’s work. 

List 7 
Review the role and use of 
suffix. 
ed                          ing 
bored                  anticipating 
skipped               cheering 
seemed               beginning 
cried                    less 
shouted             penniless                
ly                         hopeless 
surely 
suddenly 
carefully 
cheekily 

List 8 
Review the role of suffixes. 
er 
happier 
earlier 
brighter 
ous 
famous 
dangerous 
courageous 
mysterious 
en 
forgotten 
 

List 9 
Revision of ‘shun’ endings. 
tion                             cian 
invention                 politician 
action                       electrician 
hesitation                musician 
 
completion 
sion 
discussion 
confession 
admission 
permission 
extension 

List 10 
Revision of ‘shal’ and 
‘shus’ endings. 
official 
special 
confidential 
substantial 
suspicious 
gracious 
precious 
malicious          ambitious 
anxious(ly) 

List 11 
Review of able/ably and 
ible/ibly endings. 
comfortable/comfortably 
reliable/reliably 
miserable 
suitable 
capable 
terrible 
responsible 
impossible           probably 
possibly 

List 12 
Words from children’s own writing 
and Year 3 /4 word list. 
Selection of words from Year 3 /4 
spelling list and the children’s own 
writing. 



Summer  
List 1 
Revise the use of ough 
letter string. 
trough 
though 
although 
dough 
thought 
ought 
nought 
bought 
enough 
tough 
through 
thorough 

List 2 
Review of homophones. 
draft/draught 
stationary/stationery 
guessed/guest 
aisle/isle 
cereal/serial 
desert/dessert 
steal/steel 
principal/principle 
heard/herd 
lead/led 
 

List 3 
Review of apostrophes. 
we’ve 
you’ve 
they’ll 
she’s 
couldn’t 
didn’t 
would’ve 
should’ve 
won’t 
can’t 
 

List 4 
Year 5/6 words list. 
Selection of words from 
Year 5 / 6 word list. 

List 5 
Strategies for spelling in test 
conditions. 
Selection of words from Year 5 / 
6 spelling list. 
 
 

List 6 
Etymology 
cruise 
algebra 
jungle 
sherbet 
trek 
mattress 
silk 
jumbo 
smuggler 
balcony 
yacht 
cookie 

List 7 
ei, eigh and ey, ea, aigh 
sleigh 
weigh/weight 
eight 
neighbour 
eighty 
vein 
rein/ reindeer 
obey 
prey 
survey 
break 
straight 

List 8 
Etymology – words with ‘sc’. 
science 
scene 
discipline 
disciple 
scissors 
scent 
ascend 
descend 
scenery 
scientist 
 
 

List  9 
Etymology – American and British 
spellings. 
favourite 
colour 
humour 
centre 
skilful 
criticise 
realise 
cheque 
grey 
programme 
 

List 10 
Texting and spelling : what 
are the rules? 
To be supplied by the 
children. 

List 11 
A review of English technical 
vocabulary. 
To be supplied by the children. 

List 12 
Personal end-of-year spelling review. 
To be supplied by the children. 

 
 
 



 
Year 5/6 Spelling List               Name……………………………………………… 

accommodate    disastrous 
   

accompany    embarrass    
according    environment    
achieve    equip (–ped, –ment)    
aggressive    especially    
amateur    exaggerate    
ancient    excellent    
apparent    existence    
appreciate    explanation    
attached    familiar    
available    foreign    
average    forty    
awkward    frequently    
bargain    government    
bruise    guarantee    
category    harass    
cemetery    hindrance    
committee    identity    
communicate    immediate(ly)    
community    individual    
competition    interfere    
conscience*    interrupt    
conscious*    language    
controversy    leisure    

convenience    lightning    

correspond    marvellous    

criticise (critic + 
ise) 

   
mischievous 

   

curiosity    muscle    

definite    
necessary 

   

desperate    neighbour    
determined    nuisance    

develop    occupy    
dictionary    occur    



 

opportunity 
   

parliament    

persuade    

physical    

prejudice    

privilege    

profession    

programme    

pronunciation    

queue    

recognise    

recommend    

relevant    

restaurant    

rhyme    

rhythm    

sacrifice    

secretary    

shoulder    

signature    

sincere(ly)    

soldier    

stomach    

sufficient    

suggest    

symbol    

system    

temperature    

thorough    

twelfth    
variety    

vegetable    

vehicle     

yacht    

 



 
Year 3/ 4 Spelling List      Name………………………………………………….. 

accident(ally)    experiment    

actual(ly)    extreme    

address    famous    

answer    favourite    

appear    February    

arrive    forward(s)    

believe    fruit    

bicycle    grammar    

breath    group    

breathe    guard    

build    guide    

busy/business    heard    

calendar    heart    

caught    height    

centre    history    

century    imagine    

certain    increase    

circle    important    

complete    interest    

consider    island    

continue    knowledge    

decide    learn    

describe    length    

different    library    

difficult    material    

disappear    medicine    

early    mention    

earth    minute    

eight/eighth    natural    

enough    naughty    

exercise    notice    

experience    occasion(ally)    



often    various    

opposite    weight    

ordinary    woman/women    

particular    

peculiar    

perhaps    

popular    

position    

possess(ion)    

possible    

potatoes    

pressure    

probably    

promise    

purpose    

quarter    

question    

recent    

regular    

reign    

remember    

sentence    

separate    

special    

straight    

strange    

strength    

suppose    

surprise    

therefore    

though/although    

thought    

through    

 



 

Strategies to help… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Follow the rule! 
How many new words can 
you find using the rules 

from your list? 

Create your own mnemonics. 
Because – Big Elephants Can Always Understand Small Elephants 
Necessary – Never Eat Cress, Eat Salad Sandwiches 
Believe – Never believe a lie 
Separate – There’s a rat in separate. 



Maths 
Key facts to remember! 
 
Number 
 
Factors –numbers that divide equally into something. eg. Factors of 12 are 2, 3, 4, 6, 12 
Multiples – like infinite times tables eg. Multiples of 2 are 2, 4, 6, 8, 200, 4000,  
Prime numbers-  are numbers that only have 2 factors: 1 and themselves. eg. 2, 3, 5, 
7, 11, 13, 17 
Square numbers- when a number is multiplied by itself, the result is a square 
number eg. 1 (1x1), 4 (2x2), 9 (3x3) 16 (4x4)  
 
Decimals/Percentages/Fractions 
 

Decimals Percentages Fractions 

0.5 50% 1 
2 

0.25 25% 1 
4 

0.75 75% 3 
4 

0.1 10% 1 
10 

0.2 20% 1 
5 

0.01 1% 1 
100 

 
Statistics  

e.g. 5,4,6,5,5 
 
Mean- add the numbers together and divide by the number of numbers. 
5 + 4 + 6 + 5 + 5  = 25 divided by 5 = 5 
 
Median- arrange the data in size order. The median is the middle number. 
4, 5, 5, 5, 4 = 5 is the median number 
 
Mode-the number which is the most common number. 
There are three 5s = 5 is the mode. 
 
Range- biggest number subtract the smallest number. 
6 - 4 = 2.  2 is the range. 



 
Measurements 
 

1cm = 10mm 
1m = 100 cm 
1km = 1000m 
1kg = 1000g 
1l = 1000ml 
 
1 minute = 60 seconds 
1 hour = 60 minutes  
1 day = 24 hours 
1 week = 7 days 
1 fortnight = 14 days 
1 year = 365 days (366 in a Leap Year) 
 
Area – the amount of surface a shape covers= L x W = A 
Volume – the amount of space a 3D shape takes up= L x D x H = V 
Perimeter –the distance all the way round the outside of a shape. 
 
Shape 
 
Angles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¼ turn = 900 
½ turn = 1800 

¾ turn = 2700 

Full turn = 3600 

 
  

Months of the Year 
30 days has September, 
April, June and November, 
All the rest have 31, 
Except February alone, 
Which has 28 days clear, 
And 29 in each leap year. 

Acute angle = less than 900 

Right angle = 900 

Obtuse angle = greater than 900 

Straight line angle = 1800 

Reflex angle = greater than 1800 
 



Properties of a circle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2D Shapes 
 

 
 



Use games to help you practice: 
 
 
Log on to www.interactive-resources.co.uk 
Username: crofty  
Password: 123456 
 
There are lots of games and 
activities here to practice key 
skills. 
 
 
 
 

IXL – Each Y6 child has their own 
login details for IXL. Children can 
practice any skills.  Contact the 
teacher if you are unsure. 
Log on here or download the app: 
https://uk.ixl.com 
 

 
TT RockStars 
 

 
 
Every Year 6 child also has a Time Tables Rock Stars 
account which is a brilliant website and app for practicing 
times-tables skills. 
Log on here: https://ttrockstars.com  



 
Assessment Summary: A guide to parents regarding how your child 
is performing on the key skills in this document. 
 

Key Skill Scores 
(if applicable) 

Please see each spelling list for spelling results.  
Factors / Multiples / Primes / Squares  
Mean, Median, Mode and Range  
Decimal, Fraction, Percentage Equivalents  

Measurement conversions  

Types of angles  
Properties of circles  
2D shapes  

3D shapes  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 times tables  
6, 7, 8, 9 times tables  
11, 12 times tables  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 



 
IXL Homework Tasks 

 
Date Set Task Date Due Complete 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 


